
Responding to the Call
Helping Widows and their Children

Situation

There is no one definition of the widow – young with children at home, elderly, wealthy, impoverished, supported, alone.  So, there is no one way to help.  But, identifying how best to meet the needs of over 11 million widows in the United States is our Biblical mandate.

The challenges and difficulties of widowhood include the emotional, the social, the spiritual, the physical and the financial.  No area of her life is untouched by the tragedy of losing her spouse.

Hope and Help

Widowed in January of 2000, Elaine Cook (along with her 11-year old son) had to start life over.  Tragedy was mixed with hope as Elaine recommitted her Christian faith.  From the help she received, she began reaching out to others.  Her ministry started simply by writing regular notes and letters of encouragement to widows she had never even met.  That continued to grow into seminars and group meetings.  By 2003, she officially began Widow2Widow®, Inc. as a 501(c)3 Non Profit organization dedicated to ministering to the needs of widows while also helping churches better understand how to serve the widows.

Today, this organization has served God by serving thousands of widows and forming Widow2Widow® groups across our country as well as internationally.  Elaine’s concepts serve as the framework of these groups which take a variety of forms.  Elaine also both hosts conferences and speaks at conferences sponsored by individual Widow2Widow® groups, or other churches and groups as well.
When Elaine first widowed in 2000, there was no support for widows of any age, particularly young widows.  She found herself on a journey in which she felt completely alone.  She helps to break down the stereotypes of widows which there are three main misconceptions and she didn’t fit the mold at all.  Misconception One:  All Widows are Elderly – Elaine was 37.  Misconception Two:  All Widows are left wealthy – Elaine found out in a very short period of time that finances were not handled properly by her husband and she was left broke, as most widows are not left with enough to carry them through.  Misconception Three:  Widows will remain sorrowful for the rest of their lives – Elaine has made it her mission to help widows find new purpose on their journey, God indeed has a plan, for every widow has a story to tell and Elaine helps them find that story and share it with others, therefore, widows are mentoring widows.
The Need

Elaine’s ministry has and continues to grow despite limited resources.  In the past few months, Elaine has fielded requests and is in the process of developing new groups in California, Massachussets, Illinois, Florida, New Jersey, Conneticut and New York as well as forming additional groups in Pennsylvania.  The success of these groups (and the education of the associated churches) requires one-on-one support by Elaine.  So, there is a need to help the organization by funding Elaine’s visits and extended help to groups across the country.
Elaine is an accountant by education and trade, but the calling on her life is much more than the accounting skills in which she has mastered.  Elaine has used those skills to help put widows on a budget and learn about their own finances, etc.  However, the calling on her life is to work with widows on a full-time basis.  She has tried for the past several years to do this part-time with no pay and giving of her own financial resources.  But, there are so many needs out there relating to emotional needs to help widows of all ages to grow through their journey that Elaine is compelled to do this on a full-time basis.  Imagine, if so much has been done and accomplished on a part-time basis, what could God do with her full-time?  Elaine knows without a doubt that there are many individuals and corporations with resources that God has been preparing to help for such a ministry as Widow2Widow®, Inc.  Anyone that gives fully and with their hearts will be blessed in many ways because this is serving God’s Kingdom.  Elaine has been blessed with the gift of encouragement and is talented in many ways, however there are many things she is the first to point out, that are not her strengths and God has put into place those individuals that can help in multitudes of ways to serving the widows and orphans.
In growing the organization, Elaine wants to continue the service and educational offerings she started while also adding to the information resources she can provide widows:

 Offer the widows a ministry of encouragement through the formation and maintenance of Widow2Widow® groups, conferences, and mentorship (widow to widow).  There is currently a 10 year anniversary of the ministry in the planning stages for 2011.  More interest has been offered to have a minimum of 8 one-day conferences through-out the country in 2011 and a minimum of 3 – 3-day conferences as well.  
 Educate the church of the needs within their own congregation and community and how to minister to the widows.

 Provide educational materials in forms of handbooks, audio books of encouragement, reading books and give them the chance to participate and to use their skills in writing and articulating their experiences.
 Elaine is currently in the process of outlining another book in which the goal is to have it published.  Her first book, “Building a Ministry of Comfort and Compassion:  A Young Widow’s Journey” was self published through IUniverse in order to create the book in a format in which the Lord had led her to write.  In this book, Elaine describes her journey in and through widowhood and offers guidance to other widows, particularly young widows with children to know they are not alone.  The new book will have Elaine traveling across the country in meeting with widows of all ages and interviewing them for a book that will be “If I knew then what I  know now” to help young women and young widows find guidance through a variety of topics that are generally not discussed, yet the thought pondered.  In addition, Elaine is being led to have this book be of interest to all women for various times of their lives.
 Provide a website to join widows together and be a useful tool for those searching for something, but not sure what it is they are looking for.

Elaine has been awarded the 2005 Volvo for Life Awards – Top 100 Heroes.  In 2007, she was one of five honorees for the State Farm Life Insurance – Embrace Life Awards.

Her work is being recognized for coming to the aide of the widows and orphans, but God has called her to serve Him, by serving widows on a full-time basis.  This is what she has been preparing for all of her life.

www.widow2widow.org
